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Obj: 
Student-teachers and Teacher-students will be able to identify the thesis of Freire's essay, chapter 2 of 
Pedagogy of the Oppressed. 
Student-teachers and Teacher-students will respond to key points in Freire's argument. 
Student-teachers will formulate their own opinions about the purpose of education, writing a one-page 
"philosophy of education." 

Standards addressed: 
13.26: Analyze and evaluate the logic and use of evidence in an author's argument. 
13.27: Analyze, explain and evaluate how authors use the elements of nonfiction to achieved their 
purposes. 
15.9: Identify, analyze, and evaluate an author's use of rhetorical devices in persuasive argument. 
23.14: Organize ideas for emphasis in a way that suits the purpose of the writer (in follow up 
assignment). 

Activities for Learning: 

1) Introduction to the banking model: 
See letters a-j on page 73 of book. In the banking model, "Education thus becomes an act of 
depositing, in which the students are the depositories and teacher is the depositor. Instead of 
communicating, the teacher issues communiques and makes deposits which the students 
patiently receive, memorize, and repeat" (72). 

Freire states that "it is the people themselves who are filed away through the lack of creativity, 
transformation, and knowledge in this (at best) misguided system."

2) Quick clip from Saturday Night Live
http://www.hulu.com/watch/2315/saturday-night-live-first-citywide-change-bank-2

To introduce the clip, ask, why do banks serve as the best metaphor for Freire? Think about this 
as you watch this hopefully entertaining clip.  

The clip ends by saying "our business is making change," and, during the clip, the banker says 
that "change is a two-way street." 

What kind of change is taking place in this bank? In other banks? 
(OPEN this up to the group.)
(Possible responses: There is no real change taking place. If we think of Freire's description on 
page79, of acts of cognition rather than transferrals of information, we see that the bank 
represents the latter - a mere transferral, two-fives for a ten, a crinkly ten dollar bill for a crisp 
one - None of these types of transactions bring about change in society.)

3) This clip works well because it introduces the meaninglessness of banks, which Freire compares to 
the meaninglessness of schools. Freire's basic concept of education is that it must be a site for social 

http://www.hulu.com/watch/2315/saturday-night-live-first-citywide-change-bank-2


change (the title of his book introduces us to the fact that he believes some social groups are oppressed, 
and thus that the world is an unjust place). He refers to a real change rather than a quantitative change 
like the one we see in the video. (We will discuss later the ways in which schools may be places where 
students experience this meaningless exchange, like the change-making bank). 

Let us look together at an important quote on page 73 (ask for a reader): "The more students 
work at storing the deposits entrusted to them, the less they develop the critical consciousness 
which would result from their intervention in the world as transformers of that world." 

Based on this quote, who is a student, for Freire? 

Students, according to Freire, do not simply sit passively, but, in order to become fully human, 
they must be active participants in the world. Let us think again about this symbol of the bank, 
and let us think of a "piggy bank" for a moment (try to have one as a prop). 

The piggy bank represents the student body, as Freire describes (top page 72) as, in the current 
state of education, "containers"... "receptacles" to be "filled." The teacher makes deposits into 
the student/piggy bank. The purpose of these children's banks is precisely to save money - 
ask: What must happen in order for any money to come back out of the piggy bank, or 
our metaphorical student? 
(In order to get the money from the piggy bank, we must destroy it. Freire is asking us to 
destroy the current model of education, changing entirely our definition of student and of 
teacher). 

4) Seminar Questions: 
Ground rules: try to refer to text (I'm banking on the fact that you did the reading) as much as 
possible, but also rely upon your expertise as students within the system Freire discusses. 

A) Do you feel that you, as a ["high school"] student, are treated like a receptacle? 

B) Is school meaningful to you? If so, how? If not, why not?
Think back to the video clip we watched. In what way might high school work in this 
way, exchange without change? Do students receive diplomas in an act of meaningless 
exchange? Do they/you take standardized tests for no real reason? 

C) Let us look together at pages 84-85. What does Freire mean by the "process of becoming"? 
How does this relate to reality? 
Describe reality 

-in the banking system
-consider page one and the term "narration sickness" - What is the 
problem with teachers as narrators? 

-in Freire's model of liberating education (see p 79)

If there is time, share quote from page 34 of the foreward by richard Shaull. 

D) What do you make of the first full paragraph on page 74? Who are the oppressed, and the 
oppressors? What is their relationship within the banking model? 

E) What is "problem posing education"? What do you think of it? Could it work? Does anyone 



experience it now? 
(unveiling of reality, people in the world - 81; and first full paragraph of 83))

F) What is the significance of the word "why" in Freire's model? Look at the last paragraph of 
     the essay. 

5) Closing and Exit Slip: 
In closing I will ask that you respond to a line from the beginning pages of this essay: 

"...in the last analysis, it is the people themselves who are filed away through the lack of 
creativity, transformation, and knowledge in this (at best) misguided system" (72). 

Explain what the words in this quote mean to you and to our discussion of Freire's thoughts 
today. 

Homework/Writing Assignment: 

Now that you have read a philosophical essay on education, write your own one-page philosophy of 
education based upon your experience as a student, your reading of Freire, and our class discussion 
today. You might want to start with these questions in mind: Who has knowledge? What is the purpose 
of education? What needs to change in education today? (For this last question, you may consult 
newspaper articles on the current "crisis in education" and the "achievement gap" in the United States). 


